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Abstract. This paper presents the basic structural elements of the dome of Veliki Jastrebac, as well as the
chronology and mechanisms of the deformational events responsible for its formation. It was determined that
the dome of Veliki Jastrebac consists of two large sequences which are, in the vertical section, in the inverse
position. The lower part is made of Late Cretaceous and Cretaceous–Palaeogene low-grade to medium-grade
metamorphic rocks, which are intruded by Paleogene granitoid (probably the Vardar Zone), which are covered
with a large overthrust consisting metamorphics of the Serbian-Macedonian Mass. The low-grade to medium-grade
metamorphosed complex of Veliki Jastrebac, with the granitoid, represents a metamorphic core complex, exhumed by mechanisms of extensional tectonics in the Paleogene.
Key words: Serbia, Veliki Jastrebac, tectonics, syntectonic intrusion, extension, unroofing.
Apstrakt. U radu su prikazani osnovni elementi gra|e Velikojastreba~ke dome i hronologija i mehanizmi deformacionih doga|aja odgovornih za weno formirawe. Utvr|eno je da domu izgra|uju dva krupna
navla~no-naborna entiteta koja su, u vertikalnoj sukcesiji, u inversnom polo`aju. Dole le`e gorwokredne i kredno-paleogene nisko do sredwometamorfisane stene u koje je utisnut paleogeni granitoid
(verovatno Vardarska zona), gore je kao krupna navlaka, kristalin Srpsko-makedonske mase. Nisko do
sredwe metamorfisan kompleks Velikog Jastrepca sa granitoidom predstavqa metamorfni core complex, ekshumiran mehanizmima ekstenzione tektonike u paleogenu.
Kqu~ne re~i: Srbija, Veliki Jastrebac, tektonika, sintektonska intruzija, ekstenzija, raskrovqavawe.

-Introduction
The geological setting of Veliki Jastrebac and its immediate surroundings, particularly its tectonic setting, is
very interesting and insufficiently defined. According to
all previous concepts, this area was considered to be a
part of the Serbian–Macedonian Mass. In the spatial
sense, this is apparently correct. However, according to
geological characteristics of the terrain of Veliki Jastrebac, this opinion should be revised. Namely, there are
1

deposits in the area of Veliki Jastrebac which are, regarding their lithology and structural-tectonic characteristics,
exotic in the Serbian–Macedonian Mass. GRUBI] (1999)
was the first to suggest that the Serbian–Macedonian
Mass is not a homogenous structure but is composed of
several thrust-fold stacks with units in inverted stratigraphic positions (double window). The uppermost level
of this pile is made of high-grade metamorphics, while
the lower parts are made of Paleozoic, Mesozoic and
Mesozoic–Palaeogene rocks, and medium to low-grade
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metamorphics. The geological setting of the area of Veliki Jastrebac has hitherto been explained: the Serbian–Macedonian Mass (gneiss and low-grade metamorphics) in
the lower part and discordant Upper Cretaceous–Paleogene low-grade metamorphics with intruded Palaeogene
granitoid of Jastrebac in the upper part (RAKI] et al.
1974, 1976; KRSTI] et al. 1978, 1980).
The model of the geological relations in the area of
Veliki Jastrebac introduced by GRUBI] (1999), GRUBI]
et al. (1999, 2005), has opened new problems related
to the geology of the area:
a) more detailed division of the low-grade metamorphic formations;
b) reconstruction of the exhumation of the mechanism of the Veliki Jastrebac Dome (by surface erosion
or by tectonic denudation?).
This paper is focused on solving these problems. For
this purpose, a number of new data on the lithology,
age and fabric of this terrain were collected. Preliminary results were obtained by these investigations, but
detailed structural analysis and application of geochronology and thermochronology, the fission track method
in the first place, are necessary for more reliable conclusions. Despite this, it is still possible to assume, on
the basis of the obtained results, that the Veliki Jastrebac Dome was unroofed by tectonic denudation during
the Palaeogene, coevally with an intrusion dome of the
granite of Jastrebac.

Basic characteristics of the main tectono-stratigraphic units of Veliki Jastrebac
The structural setting of the Veliki Jastrebac Dome is
a product of polyphase deformation, beginning with the
Baikalian, through the Caledonian and Hercynian to the
Alpine orogen. The Alpine Mesozoic–Cenozoic structural content is dominant today (Fig. 1). Two major tectono-stratigraphic units are recognized: the Jastrebac
Unit and the Morava Unit, which are divided into several smaller subunits each of which being itself a complex thrust-fold pile. These units have different lithostratigraphic characteristics and structural pattern, which
were the criteria for the tectono-stratigraphic divisions
(GRUBI] 1999). He suggested that the Morava Unit is
thrust over the Jastrebac Unit.

Jastrebac pile of nappes
The Jastrebac pile of nappes – Jastrebicum makes the
central part of the area of Veliki Jastrebac. It lies beneath
the Morava pile of nappes, while its footwall remains unknown (GRUBI] 1999). He distinguished the following
three subunits within the Jastrebicum: Lomnica, Boljevac
and Vukanja. Detailed investigations showed that the
Boljevac and Vukanja Subunits cannot be easily distinguished, because the formations from which these con-

sist of are intercalated, particularly in the border area.
Thus, these two subunits are thus presented as one unit.
The Lomnica subunit consists mostly of Cretaceous–
–Palaeogene low-grade metasediments, anchimetamorphosed rocks and, in places, also of non-metamorphosed rocks (PANTI] et al. 1969; RAKI] et al. 1972, 1974,
1976), Palaeogene granitoids and granodiorite-porphyrite and aplite (RAKI] et al. 1974, 1976). The Cretaceous–
–Palaeogene deposits are represented by psammites,
psephites and most often by pelites, which are regionally metamorphosed up to greenschist facies (“black
phyllite”). These rocks were subjected to contact-metamorphism (hornfels, dotted phyllite and micaschists) in
the immediate surroundings of the Paleogene granitoid.
The granitoid of Jastrebac intruded into the Cretaceous–Paleogene deposits at 37 Ma (^ERVENJAK et al.
1963). Its periphery is made of fine-grained varieties,
while coarse-grained varieties are in the central part.
The Cretaceous–Palaeogene deposits of the Lomnica
subunit are intensely folded. At least two phases of
folding can be distinguished. According to GRUBI]
(1999), the older phase is characterized by intense folding accompanied by transposition and formation of
axial-plane cleavage, therefore the primary sedimentary
fabric can only be assumed in hinges of the intrafolial
rootles folds (cm-dm, rarely of meter scale). The hinges
of these folds plunge to NNW and SSE (Fig. 1D1).
The cleavage planes became the dominant S-surfaces
which were deformed during the second phase of folding in such a manner that they periclinally encircle the
Jastrebac granitoid, forming a rather symmetrical dome
(GRUBI] 1999). Poles to the axial plane cleavage clearly mark such folds (Fig. 1D2).
The initial vergences of I phase old folds and therefore the tectonic transport could not have been determined because of the strong transposition and intense
folding and subsequent refolding. According to the intensity of folding, the Lomnica Subunit could not be
autochthonous, but it was most probably thrust over an
unknown footwall. GRUBI] (1999) believes that transport in this unit was toward the east.
The Boljevac–Vukanja Subunit extends over the immediate periphery of Veliki Jastrebac and, in an arch
shape, it surrounds the deposits of the Lomnica Unit
and in places the Jastrebac granitoid. The Boljevac–Vukanja Subunit is made of two sequences of metamorphosed rocks of “greenschist facies” (Fig. 1).
The lower sequence is made up of epidote-actinolite,
albite-chlorite and rarely chamosite schists with certain
amounts of transposed rocks of the upper sequence. In
the lower sequence of the crystalline schists, there are
large and small lenses of metagabbro, particularly in the
southern and southeastern parts of the Veliki Jastrebac
Dome (RAKI] et al. 1974, 1976).
The upper part consists of albite-sericite schists,
calcschists and marble with certain amounts of transposed rocks from the lower sequence (mostly in their
bordering area) (RAKI] et al. 1974, 1976; KRSTI] et al.
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Fig. 1. Structural sketch of Veliki Jastrebac and an equal area lower hemisphere stereograms of: D1, intrafolial folds of the
Lomnica Unit; D2, foliation of the Lomnica Unit; D3, intrafolial folds of the Boljevac–Vukanja Unit; D4, foliation of the Boljevac–Vukanja Unit; D5, extensional lineation in the Boljevac–Vukanja Unit. Geological map (modified and simplified) after
RAKI] et al. 1974; KRSTI] et al. 1978.
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1978, 1980). The presence of calcschists and marble is
rather conspicuous and it represents a criterion for the
easier recognition of the upper package of metamorphites in the Boljevac–Vukanja Subunit.
The deposition age of the protolith of the metamorphic rocks of the Boljevac–Vukanja Subunit is the crucial question and the final explanation of the tectonic
relations and events on these terrains depends on its
solution. On the Basic Geologic Map, sheet Kru{evac
(RAKI] et al. 1974), these deposits were determined as
Paleozoic, with the possibility of being younger. On the
sheet Aleksinac (KRSTI] et al. 1978), these rocks were
considered to be of Riphean–Cambrian age.
The palynological analysis performed during these investigations showed that the sericite schists, calcschists
and marble are Late Cretaceous or maybe even Palaeogene. Less reliable data were obtained for the lower
sequence, but they also imply Late Cretaceous age.
These two sequences are probably of the same age because they are often interfingered and have similar structural characteristics.

Fig. 2. Intrafolial folds in calcshists of the Boljevac–Vukanja
Unit.

The greenshists facies metasediments of the Boljevac–Vukanja Subunit were also folded during at least
two phases, in a similar way to the Lomnica Unit. The
first phase of folding is indicated by parts of the hinges
of intrafolial rootless folds preserved to different degrees and, in places, by the whole folding sequences
(Fig. 2). Hinges of these cm-dm and even meter-sized
folds plunge generally to the east and NNW (Fig. 1D3).
The bedding is transposed along the axial-plane cleavage; the primary fabric is mostly unrecognizable. The
foliation along the axial plane cleavage of the first-generation folds is probably the result of flattening perpendicular to the planes. Foliation represents the dominant
planar element. Foliation fabric is particularly well developed in the lower metamorphic sequence of this unit.
It may be rather the strain than the rheology.

There are indications that folds on the eastern slopes
of Veliki Jastrebac are west-vergent. Sericite schists,
calcschists and marble appear in the cores of synforms,
while epidote-actinolite and albite-chlorite schists appear in the cores of antiforms.
The cleavage and foliation of the Boljevac–Vukanja
Subunit were folded into a dome structure during the
second phase, similarly to the case of the Lomnica unit.
This is clearly shown by the distribution of poles to
foliation (Fig. 1D4).

Morava pile of nappes
The gneiss which surrounds the Veliki Jastrebac
Dome, except in the southeast where it is probably covered by Neogene deposits, is considered to be a part of
the Morava Unit (GRUBI] 1999).
On the western slopes of Veliki Jastrebac, along the
Naupare–Jo{anica Fault Zone (NJFZ), the gneiss is in
tectonic contact with metasediments rocks of the Jastrebac Unit. In this part, it is mainly represented by fine-grained gneiss, mica-quartz-plagioclase schists, lenses
of amphibolite and amphibolite-schists, as well as by
small portions of quartzite. The composition of the
rocks on the southern slopes of Veliki Jastrebac is similar. In the eastern part of Veliki Jastrebac, there are
two groups of high-grade metamorphic rocks. From the
tectonic contact between the gneiss and the Boljevac–
–Vukanja Subunit to the Vukanja Shear Zone (VSZ),
there are mostly andesine gneiss, amphibolite and amphibolite gneiss. East of the VSZ, there is mostly migmatite with smaller portions of gneiss. The structure
of the gneiss complex is extremely complex and in it
was not studied during these investigations. Foliation,
as the most distinct structural element is in the western part folded into cylindrical antiforms and synforms
with the hinges trending in NNW–SSE, while it forms
gentle open fold forms on the eastern side (Fig. 1).
The Morava Unit most probably consists of two
nappes: the lower, consisting of various gneisses, overlays the Jastrebicum and the upper, represented by
migmatites and subordinate gneiss, lays over the gneiss
crystalline from which it is separated by the VSZ.

Exhumation Mechanism of Origin
of the Veliki Jastrebac Dome
At the end of the Cretaceous and at the beginning
of the Palaeogene, during the final phases of convergence between the Serbian–Macedonian Continental
Plate and the Vardar Basin, intense folding of the deposits from the Vardar domain occurred. These deposits
are exposed in the core of the Veliki Jastrebac Dome,
overlain gneiss and schists of the Morava Unit. The
complex fold-thrust sequence with an inverse succession of deposits was formed in the following manner:
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Mesozoic–Cenozoic deposits are in the lower parts,
while the Serbian-Macedonian Mass, i.e. the Morava
Unit is in the upper part.
These deposits have been metamorphosed to greenschist facies grade and were folded during this metamorphic event at the end of the Paleogene. According
to the lithological characteristics and by analogy to the
certain parts of the Vardar Zone (north Bosnia and
Croatia; PAMI} 1993; PAMI] et al. 2000, 2002), this
could be a Vardar–Sava island-arc-back-arc-basin system.
During the final phases of convergence between the
Serbian-Macedonian Continental Plate (as above) and
the eastern part of the Vardar Zone, the Mesozoic–Palaeogene rocks were folded into tight, isoclinal folds,
with the formation of an axial-plane cleavage with
transposition. The hinges of the intrafolial folds in the
Boljevac–Vukanja Subunit are generally plunging to the
east, north-northwest and southeast.
The granitoid of Jastrebac originated in the Paleogene, at about 37 Ma (^ERVENJAK et al. 1963), by the
melting of the crustal material which was buried into
the deeper levels of the convergent Serbian–Macedonian–Vardar suture and subsequently intruded into the
Cretaceous–Palaeogene complex.
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ment normal fault along which extensional unroofing
occurred. The stretching lineation (Fig. 1D5), shows the
top-to-the south and southeast shear sense (SPAHI} 2006).
It is also confirmed by the shape and orientation of the
s-type porphyroclasts in the calcschists of the Boljevac–
–Vukanja Subunit (Fig. 4).

Fig. 4. Sigma -type porphyro clast in calcshists of the Boljevac–Vukanja Unit.

Fig. 3. Extensional lineation in epidote-actinolite schists.

The emplacement mechanism of the granitoid into
the higher levels and finally exhumation is still unknown. The explanation involving simple diapirism and
erosion is hardly acceptable. The following indicators
of extension, noticed in the gneisses and schists of the
Jastrebicum, point to such events in the area of the
Veliki Jastrebac Dome: stretching lineation (Fig. 3),
s-type porphyroclasts (Fig. 4) and the wide mylonitic
zones in the domains of the Naupare–Jo{anica and Vukanja shear zones (particularly in the domain of the
Vukanja fault) (SPAHI] 2006). The Vukanja Shear Zone
(VSZ), which extends along the northeastern rim of
Veliki Jastrebac, is bent toward south and southwest.
The shear zone, marked by a several hundred meterwide mylonite zone could represent a low-angle detach-

The process of extensional tectonic denudation probably induced decompression, uplift of geotherms and
rock uplift of the granitoid body (isostatic adjustment?).
Accompanied with erosion, the extension resulted in
exhumation of the granitoid, together with the previously deeply seated metamorphic rocks. This resulted in a
core complex-type map pattern of the area.
If the action of such an exhumation mechanism of
Veliki Jastrebac is accepted, the problem of the tectonic denudation model and timing arise immediately.
According to the age of the granitoid, the extension occurred most probably in the Palaeogene, during transtensional activity in the domain of the Naupare–Jo{anica Fault Zone. In this case, there are two possibilities
of activation of these extensional mechanisms:
x The Naupare–Jo{anica and Vukanja shear zones represent a conjugate pair (NJFZ – dextral strike-slip, and
VSZ – sinistral strike-slip) under conditions in which
the axis of the maximum horizontal stress (SH) is
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NE–SW oriented. In this case, the area between these
two faults could escape towards the southeast and
induce the extension and exposure of the deeper parts
of the Jastrebicum. Such a lateral, crustal extrusion
raises the problem of free space for the tectonic escape
toward the south and southeast. However, in this particular case, no such space existed during the time of
the extension.
x The extension could have occurred in the domain
of the dextral strike-slip of the Naupare–Jo{anica Fault
Zone in the area of the releasing band (Fig. 5). In this
case, the Vukanja Shear Zone was activated as a major,
low-angle normal detachment fault.

Fig. 5. Schematic diagram of extensional unroofing of the
Veliki Jastrabac Dome.

The extension was probably followed by a quick
uplift of the granitoid, accompanied by the consequential folding, i.e., refolding of the Mesozoic–Palaeogene
folds of the first phase and development of the Veliki
Jastrebac Dome (the second phase of folding of the
Mesozoic–Palaeogene deposits).

Conclusion
The geological setting of Veliki Jastrebac, which
was presented during the last several years and which
have been partly obtained by investigations, point to
the possibility that this area is a metamorphic core
complex exhumed by extensional processes, i.e. by tectonic denudation during the Palaeogene. The extension
could be related to the dextral transtension along the
Naupare-Jo{anica fault in the domain of the releasing
band, with the Vukanja Shear Zone acting as a lowangle normal fault detachment. It remains necessary to
obtain additional data for a more precise confirmation
of this assumption. In this sense, data should be documented by structural and thermochronological analyses.
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Rezime
Ekstenziono otkrivawe dome Velikog
Jastrepca (Srbija)
Domu Velikog Jastrepca izgra|uju dve krupne
tektonostratigrafske celine koje su u inversnom
polo`aju i u tektonskom kontaktu. U dowem delu su
gorwokredne i kredno-paleogene niskometamorfne stene (verovatno Vardarske zona), preko kojih
su navu~eni kristalasti {kriqci visokog stepena
metamorfizma Srpsko-makedonske jedinice. U mezozojsko-paleogeni metamorfni kompleks utisnut
je paleogeni granitoid.
U sklopu Velikog Jastrepca dominira struktura
dome. Centralno mesto u woj zauzima granitoid
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okolo kojeg su elipti~no raspore|ene ostale formacije: prvo, mezozojsko-paleogene i na kraju kristalasti {kriqci Srpsko-makedonske jedinice.
Istra`ivawa su pokazala da su mezozojsko-paleogeni metamorfiti pretrpeli dve faze ubirawa.
U prvoj fazi, krajem krede i po~etkom paleogena
sa navla~ewem kristalina Srpsko-makedonske
mase preko gorwokrednih i kredno-paleogenih
tvorevina, ove stene su deformisane u duktilnim
uslovima. Ovakav doga|aj ozna~en je regionalnim
metamorfizmom, formirawem izoklinih nabora i
kliva`a aksijalne povr{i du` kojeg se odvijala
transpozicija i generisala folijacija. Drugi
deformacioni doga|aj je posledica ispoqene ekstenzione aktivnosti i tektonske denudacije u paleogenu. To je omogu}ilo ra|awe i preme{tawe
granitoida ka povr{ini, ekshumaciju nisko do
sredwe metamorfisanih gorwokrednih i krednopaleogenih tvorevina i prenabirawe doweg i gorweg navla~no-nabornog paketa u domu Velikog
Jastrepca. Ekstenzija je obavqena u uslovima dekstralne wrench-tektonske aktivnosti raseda Naupare–Jo{anica i sa Vukawskom dislokacijom kao
glavnim low-angle detachment gravitacionim rasedom.

