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The detection of hazardous materials has been identified as one of the most urgent
needs of homeland security, especially in scanning cargo containers at United States
ports. To date, special nuclear materials have been detected using neutron or gamma
interrogation, and recently the nuclear resonance fluorescence has been suggested. We
show a new paradigm in detecting the materials of interest by a method that combines
four signals (radiography/computer tomography, acoustic, muon scattering, and nuclear resonance fluorescence) in cargos. The intelligent decision making software system is developed to support the following scenario: initially, radiography or the computer tomography scan is constructed to possibly mark the region(s) of interest. The
acoustic interrogation is utilized in synergy to obtain information regarding the ultrasonic velocity of the cargo interior. The superposition of the computer tomography
and acoustic images narrows down the region(s) of interest, and the intelligent system
guides the detection to the next stage: no threat and finish, or proceed to the next interrogation. If the choice is the latter, knowing that high Z materials yield large scattering angle for muons, the muon scattering spectrum is used to detect the existence of
such materials in the cargo. Additionally, the nuclear resonance fluorescence scan
yields a spectrum that can be likened to the fingerprint of a material. The proposed algorithm is tested for detection of special nuclear materials in a comprehensive scenario.
Key words: nuclear material detection, cargo scanning, multiple signals, fuzzy logic,
intelligent decision

INTRODUCTION
The detection of hazardous materials hidden in
cargo containers is a major challenge. The import of
special nuclear materials convertible to weapons represents potentially a very significant threat. The annual number of cargo containers reaching United
States ports and entry points exceeds six million. A
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manual search of all is impossible. Furthermore,
lengthy staying of cargo at entry points has an impact
on the country’s market and economy. On the other
hand, manual inspection of randomly selected containers reduces the reliability and trustworthiness of
customs.
The need for fast and reliable inspection of containers led to the development of a first barrier of defense to nuclear threats. Several methods for cargo interrogation and screening have been developed:
conventional X-ray tomography and computer tomography (CT) reconstruction [1], neutron [2], gamma [3],
acoustic interrogation [4], and muon scattering tomography [5]. Only a small fraction of cargo is singled out
for further manual search which reduces time requirements by several orders of magnitude for the entire
screening process. The limitations (time, cost of the
equipment, detection accuracy) of current technology
still impose high scanning costs during long scanning
times. In addition, the rise of annual global trade rate
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demands the improvement of inspection time while
maintaining high levels of detection accuracy.
We propose a new detection algorithm that applies fuzzy logic tools [6] on scanning data and indicates the necessity for further manual search. A test
case for the detection of special nuclear materials
(SNM) is presented and discussed. Future improvement of the presented methodology is outlined.
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where h = 4.14 × 10-15 eVs is the Planck’s constant. The
X-ray beam produced from bremsstrahlung is polychromatic (photons with different energies making up
a spectrum).
X-ray cargo inspection is done by highly energetic X-rays. The absorption of X-rays depends on the
penetrated material atomic number (Z number) and is
modelled from the attenuation law as in eq. (3) for one
penetrated material
N ( x ) = N × exp( -mDx )

MULTISIGNAL DETECTION
METHODOLOGY
General characteristics
The proposed detection algorithm uses the combination of four signals to detect the presence of SNM
in cargo interiors. The primary goal is the identification of cargo content by marking the regions of interest
(ROI) defined as high atomic number (high Z) material
regions. By combining data obtained from the conventional radiography/CT scanning, acoustic interrogation, muon scattering detection, and nuclear resonance
fluorescence (NRF), the proposed methodology offers
a new decision making process to be used for cargos.
Flexible and powerful tools of fuzzy logic allow for an
intelligent decision on whether the container merits
for manual search or not.
The main purpose of the developed four-signal
detection algorithm is to exploit the unique characteristics of each signal, and fuse them raising the overall
efficiency in finding the SNM. The intelligent processing offers an automated procedure for extracting
valuable information with online decision making.
The superposition of signal features and fuzzy methods promotes the accurate and quick detection of
SNM.

where N is the initial number of photons and m is the
absorption coefficient which depends on the material
properties and incident photon energy. Increasing the
Z number denotes increasing the absorption capability.
As a result, detectors show the images based on penetrating properties of materials. Radiographic images
are used in synergy with the computer tomography
scanning to represent containers in three dimensions.
This is possible by the subdivision of the container into
voxels and the use of Hounsfield units (arbitrary comparison unit to water absorption) to assign greyscale
values to voxels. Radiography/CT qualifies as a
non-destructive method for sealed containers. At the
same time, fast screening is provided while the cost of
utilization remains low. The presence of high Z material is indicated, and the respective area is marked as a
ROI.
Acoustic scanning
Acoustic scanning takes advantage of the ultrasonic properties of the materials under investigation.
Ultrasonic is the sound pressure with frequencies
more than that of human hearing. This type of scanning is based on mechanical wave (longitudinal) propagation as is presented in wave equation
¶2 u

Radiography/CT scanning
High speed moving electrons that collide with a
metal produce X-rays. Kinetic energy, see (1), of electrons is transformed into electromagnetic. A common
method to produce X-rays is through bremsstrahlung
radiation
1
(1)
KE = mn 2
2
In this case the electrons approach the target nucleus and are influenced by a nucleus force much
stronger than the attractive electrostatic force. As the
electrons pass by the target, they lose some of their kinetic energy and are slowed down. The resulting radiation, from the slowing down of electrons, is bremsstrahlung photons. The advantage is that none of the
photons has more energy, see (2), than the electrons
had to begin with
(2)

= c2

¶2 u

(4)
¶t 2
¶ x2
where c represents the phase velocity. In case of the
longitudinal waves, the wave equation gets the form of
eq. (5)
¶2 y B ¶2 y
(5)
=
¶ t 2 r0 ¶ x 2
where y is the displacement, r0 – the undisturbed equilibrium density of the medium, and B – the adiabatic
bulk modulus of elasticity, eq. (6)
B = r0

dP
dr

(6)

where dP is the change in the pressure from the equilibrium state, and dr is the change in the density. In this
case the phase velocity is given as in eq. (7)
c=

E = hv

(3)

B
1
=
r0
k r0

(7)
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and k is the compressibility as taken from
1
k=
B

(8)

Ultrasonic velocities (primarily) and energy attenuation (secondarily) are measured since they get
unique values for different types of propagating medium. It should be noted that the ultrasonic signal has
different velocities for different materials (or phases).
Moreover, in an inhomogeneous medium, the signal
propagates with no constant velocity; the signal takes
the velocity of the material in which it travels at each
instant. The libraries of ultrasonic velocities are
widely available [7]. Matching measured and a priori
values yields the identity of a scanned material.
Acoustic interrogation signals are non-invasive and
non-destructive. Furthermore, they are rapid and low
cost. Acoustic scanning has the best performance
when searching for solid materials in a liquid medium.
Muon scattering
Muons are highly energetic particles produced
by the interaction of cosmic rays with the atoms in the
upper layers of atmosphere
p + ® m+ + n

(9)

p - ® m- + n

(10)

Muons, after traveling long distances, decay into
an electron, neutrino, and antineutrino. The decay of
muons is characterized by a constant decay rate l, and
the decay time distribution is expressed by
D ( t ) = l exp( - lt )

(11)

where the lifetime of a muon is defined as
t=

1
l

(12)

Their large rest mass (105.7 MeV/cm2) means
that no terrestrial nuclear event is capable of generating muons. Approximately 104 muons per square meter reach the surface of the earth in a given minute. The
average kinetic energy at sea level is about 4 GeV. This
corresponds to a continuous slowing down approximation (CSDA), mean penetration ranging from several meters in common construction and shielding materials (concrete, steel, lead, e. g.) to kilometers in case
of gases such as those used in detectors. It is, therefore,
practically impossible to shield a cargo against muon
interrogation. Additionally, their high energy relative
to their rest mass means that muon scattering can be
treated as an inelastic collision with a reasonable degree of accuracy. Therefore, the scattering angle is primarily a function of the mass of the target nucleus.
Given a statistically large number of scattering events,
the mass of the nucleus can be measured using the
muon scattering angle.

The problems of low detector efficiency are
compounded by the need to detect both the incident
and scattered muon in order for the trajectory data to
be calculated. If a detector of 10% efficiency (an order
of magnitude better than the current technology) were
constructed, only 1% (0.12) of muon interactions
could be detected. For example, in a one meter lead
cube, there will be an average of 805 muon scattering
events per second, out of which about 8 will be measured. In a smaller target, for example a 10 cm cube,
0.008 detection events can be expected per second, using this hypothetical 10% efficient detector. Using a
one-hour scanning time, 29 trajectories could be measured, which is approximately the minimum needed
for the statistical analysis.
Their scattering yields a spectrum which
uniquely characterizes the penetrating material. On
the other side, muons’ high energy prevents them from
being detected easily. The use of large detectors and
long scanning time is an unavoidable part of this new
detection process.
NRF scanning
NRF scanning uses photons of high energies to
induce the resonance states within the target nucleus
and the subsequent decay of these levels by re-emission of the nearly equivalent photon. Every isotope
(Z > 2) has a characteristic “nuclear signature” as a result of the unique arrangement of protons and neutrons
in its nucleus. This technique uses a bremsstrahlung
gamma beam (commonly an electron linear accelerator, fired at a tungsten target) to check for resonance
states within the target nucleus (fig. 1). When the nucleus is excited by a polychromatic gamma ray, it
re-emits gammas at these characteristic energies. The
resonance fluorescence cross-section, without considering Doppler broadening, is described with a
Breit-Wigner formula
2

G 0 ( G/ 2)
æ l ö 2J 1 + 1
(13)
s ( E ) = pç ÷
è 2p ø 2J 0 + 1 ( E - E r ) 2 + ( G/ 2) 2
where l and E are the wavelength and energy of the incident photon, Er is the resonance energy of a nucleus,
J0 and J1 are the nuclear spins of the ground and excited states, G is the total decay width of the excited
state, and G0 is the partial width of the electromagnetic
de-excitation. NRF provides an exacting precision for
material detection. This detection is under development and is not a part of the current cargo scanning
systems.

Figure 1. NRF with bremsstrahlung radiation
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Motivation for selection and synergy of signals
The signals mentioned in the previous section
determine the channels of information for the cargo inspection. Each signal factors into the final decision according to its characteristics and properties. Individually all four signals can also stand alone for cargo
interrogation and the detection of hazardous materials,
as each of them has unique properties that enable the
detection.
X-rays penetrate the cargo and by constructing
the CT image the presence of high Z material is revealed. Moreover, the exact position of the materials is
given by the coordinates of the voxels. This establishes a region of interest for further interrogation.
Ultrasonic-acoustic scanning propagates through
the material, and if it meets more than one different type
of material, it yields an unknown velocity. This alerts us
for the presence of something unknown to us in the otherwise homogeneous cargos. Moreover, in case we
know the cargo interior is homogeneous, the ultrasonic
shifts caused by materials can be computed. This leads
to the identification of materials too.
Muon scattering by tracking cosmic muons entering and exiting the cargo can detect the presence of
SNM. This is possible because the spectrum obtained
shows the detected angles.
Nuclear resonance fluorescence scanning yields
a spectrum of background and possible NRF peaks.
All materials have their own signature which is based
on the absorption and subsequent re-emission of
gamma rays. The detection of the characteristic peaks
leads to the material identification.
However, each signal by itself provides a
standalone path for interrogation and detection. The
integration of all of them at the same time seems to offer a wide field of view for fast and effective detection.
So challenging all of them at the same time means that
a well structured synergy is needed. Moreover, the cooperation of the four signals should exploit their
unique properties and enhance the detection capability.
To that direction, the proposed methodology integrates the above signals into a layered algorithm.
The basic idea is that each layer has a goal to finish the
detection procedure. If this is not possible, then it
should pass to the next level while maintaining efficiency. The flow of the algorithm goes from the simpler method to the more complex ones. In other words,
the detection is performed by each signal separately,
but at the same time, the cooperation is utilized.
The structure of the synergy, applied to the algorithm, exploits the strong aspects of each of the four
signals. Radiography/CT marks the suspected areas
and gives this information to the next level. Acoustic
scanning takes place at slices indicated by radiography/CT and attempts to identify the interior of as many
voxels as possible. Then the remainders undergo
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muon and NRF inspection since these are the most
time consuming methods.
Fuzzy logic was selected since it provides a powerful frame for decision making. Its principle advantage is that it tries to mimic the way humans think and
decide. Fuzzy logic is not based on crisp sets and helps
us to model uncertainty and doubt. It was selected
since the detection can not be strictly binary. We did
not want just a strict threshold. Since we use more than
one signal more uncertainty gets into the decision
making procedure. In case signals yield different results, fuzzy logic shows that discrepancy qualitatively.
At the end, it provides us with the probabilities of
SNM presence.
Thus the algorithm provides a well structured hierarchy and cooperation of the different types of information.

Detection algorithm
The proposed detection algorithm consists of
several autonomous steps. The separation into detection layers is attainable due to the ability to process
multiple types of signals. Such layering advances a
quick detection and consumes a minimum amount of
resources. The algorithm is shown in fig. 2. Initially,

Figure 2. Flowchart of the multisignal detection
algorithm
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we assume that the radiographic images of the cargo
are obtained, or the CT scan of the container is constructed. Additionally, CT marks all voxels that possess high Z materials. In case such voxels do not exist,
the inspection is ended. If the opposite occurs, the inspection is led to the next level. We assume that in the
next step, the acoustic scanning is performed targeting
the ROIs to obtain the ultrasonic velocities. The interrogation of this type is applied in two directions
(length axis, width axis). The obtained velocities are
compared to the known values stored in acoustic-databases. The matched values allocate the automated
identification of the materials. If the unidentified ROIs
remain, the algorithm moves on to further interrogation. A predetermined threshold value for decision
making is necessary. This value contributes significantly to the final decision. The recommended values
are inside the interval 80-95%. This threshold represents an analytic form of our confidence for identification of hazardous materials. If the final decision is not
reached, the muon scattering data is assumed to be
available. The data is proportional to the characteristic
muon scattering angle. Any additional signals will
come from the NRF interrogation. The intelligent decision making is integrated within the synergy of the
presented four signals. If the final output value satisfies the predetermined threshold then a manual search
is not needed. In any other case, the opening of the
container is mandatory.

Intelligent decision-making module
The intelligent decision making module is the
brain of the algorithm. It is applied in the last part of the
algorithm to reach a final decision. Initially, the preliminary part of the intelligence module uses the data
from the radiography and acoustic scanning steps.
ROIs that were marked by radiography are matched
with SOIs (slices of interest) from the acoustic scanning to construct the reduced CT image of the container. This is possible since the acoustic scanning was
performed in two dimensions. Using the coordinates
of voxels from radiography and identified materials
from SOIs, we are able to get a new three-dimensional
image of the container with the reduced number of
ROIs. The SOIs indicated include a known material
having coordinates given as a set of two numbers: (x, z)
for scanning the length and (y, z) for scanning the
width. The length, width and height are denoted as x, y,
and z, respectively. The fusion of data from the two
scans is performed as following: lists with the identified SOIs are compared and those that have the same z
are placed on a new list with the fused data:
– check list of unidentified SOIs from the length
scanning with the coordinates (x, z),
– check list of unidentified SOIs from the width
scanning with the coordinates (y, z), and
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all duplets of the two lists that have the same z are
fused and the triplets of (x, y, z) are created.
As a result, the new list contains the triplets (x, y,
z) that denote the coordinates of the unidentified voxel
from the acoustic scanning. The new list is superimposed with the coordinates obtained from the CT image or radiographies. The common sets are put aside as
ROIs that need further interrogation.
The core of the intelligent module uses fuzzy
logic to analyze muon and NRF data. Initially the spectrum is preprocessed. Its mean and its standard deviation are computed. Then all the locations, i, of the
spectrum are marked as the candidate peaks, satisfying
–

counts( i ) > mean( spectrum ) + std ( spectrum ) (14)
Fuzzy logic is used to determine the probability
of the detection. For example, the characteristic NRF
peaks of materials of interest are captured by triangular fuzzy sets. These sets have a very narrow membership function which gets the value of one at the central
locations of the NRF peak. The output sets use membership functions of the form
m( y ) =

1
æ yö
1+ ç ÷
è 5ø

3

(15)

The output is always a number in the range [0, 1]
which denotes the probability. The fuzzy rules are
used to assign peaks to the materials. Fuzzy rules have
the following form:
– R1: If the peak at the position p1 is detected with
the membership a1, then aluminum is detected
with confidence c1,
– R2: If the peak at the position p2 is detected with
the membership a2, then aluminum is detected
with confidence c2, and
– R3: If the peak pn is detected with the membership
an, then lead is detected with confidence c3.
If more than one rule is used then the AND operator is employed to make inferences. The implication
operator of mamdani min is used for relating the input
and the output sets
fc [ mA ( x ), mB ( y )] = mA ( x ) Ù mB ( y )

(16)

where mA(x) denotes the membership function of the
input set A and mB(x) the output set B.
The composition of all rules for the detected
peaks assigns probabilities to materials of interest and
indicates the interior of the voxels. This occurs by the
superposition of the fuzzy sets and measured spectra.
A similar approach is used for muon scattering data
spectra with the exception that the bell shaped functions are used to represent angles
m( x ) =

1
1+ 01
. ( x - 2) 2

(17)
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In this case the fuzzy sets are placed to areas
where these characteristics angles of hazardous materials appear. Again, the superposition of the fuzzy sets
and the obtained spectra yields matching probabilities
for identified nuclear signatures.
At the end the decision is made by synthesizing
the two probabilities. This happens by just taking their
mean value, as
Mean( voxel ) =

Pr( NRF ) + Pr( Muons )
2

(18)

Then the computed mean value is compared with
the threshold to decide on manual search or not
Mean( voxel ) > threshold

(19)

Mean( voxel ) < threshold

(20)

If eq. (19) is true then the algorithm flags the
container as suspicious and decides on its manual
opening. In case eq. (20) is true, then the container is
classified as not suspicious.

MULTISIGNAL COMPUTATIONAL
SCANNING: A CASE STUDY
This section describes the four-signal detection
algorithm in detecting the SNM in the cargo interior.
The test case is a highly simplified cargo structure. The
main goal is to test the algorithm’s accuracy and speed.

Cargo geometry
The multisignal detection algorithm was applied to
a typical ocean-shipped cargo container. The dimensions
of the container are: 5.9 ´ 2.3 ´ 2.4 m (length × width ×
height). The cargo is voxelized; each voxel has a rectangular shape with the dimensions: 10 ´ 10 ´ 10 cm.
We will assume that the SNM is hidden inside
the cargo containing the barrels filled with liquids. We
assume the liquid to be water. Also, we select that materials to be found in the cargo are: lead, iron, carbon,
depleted uranium, and aluminum. Fuzzy sets are used
for these elements.
The acoustic scanning assumes a directed ultrasonic interrogation. The velocity values are obtained
for two-dimensional interrogation: along the cargo’s
length and along the cargo’s width. The interrogation
along the third dimension is not feasible in reality.
The NRF and muon scattering spectra are simulated using the Geant4 [8]. All NRF spectra except for
U-238 are generated using the Geant4. The U-238
NRF spectrum is synthesized in Matlab according to
Nudat2 library [9]. All these spectra were used as the
obtained spectra of the cargo inspection and also provided us the necessary pad to create the fuzzy member-
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ship functions. The confidence level is set to the
interval 80-90%.
The procedure was done in Matlab. All individual steps of the algorithm were implemented using
Matlab. The cargo container is represented by a
three-dimensional matrix. Each matrix entry can be
filled with one out of the six materials.

Computational approach
Initially, the cargo was modeled as a three-dimensional (3-D) matrix. In order to represent the real
cargo, a scale of 1 to 10 cm was used. Each entry of the
matrix represented a voxel. The CT image of the cargo
was obtained by logically searching through the matrix, and unknown entries were flagged as ROIs. To
simulate and test the algorithm, the Z number was preprogrammed for each voxel, but the program runner
was blind to the location of the material. A 3-D plot of
the cargo is obtained, and voxels were plotted with different grayscale color to denote differences in the
atomic number. Moreover, the coordinates of the ROIs
are stored in a matrix and passed to the next level.
For the acoustic scanning, a library of the known
acoustic velocities was developed. In addition, the library was enhanced with all the shifts that the materials
caused relative to the ultrasonic velocity of water. This
was done on a voxel scale; i. e. the shifts were computed
for a material that occupies one voxel, two voxels, and
so on. The ultrasonic velocities of each SOI were computed by adding the velocity of each voxel and then dividing by the total number of the traversed voxels. The
comparison of the scanned velocity and the shift that
caused to that of water were compared with the entries
of the libraries. Velocities “matched” when their acoustic difference was smaller than ±0.25. This indicated
that a material was correctly identified. The acoustic
data were obtained from scanning both the length and
width. The unidentified ROIs were stored in a matrix
and inherited to the next interrogation step.
The muon scattering used the matrix of the unknown voxels from the previous stage. For the materials of interest, spectra were simulated using Geant4
and stored in files. Fuzzy sets developed by the fuzzy
toolbox of Matlab were used on the invoked spectrum
to detect the peaks.
The same approach as for muons was used for
the NRF computational scheme. The NRF spectrum
was simulated in Geant4, and it was passed into
Matlab for fuzzy logic interpretation.

Scanning procedure and results based on the
four-signal algorithm
The first level of detection assumes the X-ray inspection of the cargo. Figure 3 shows the CT image to
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Table 1. Materials detected from acoustic scanning
Acoustic scanning
Length

Width
Materials detected

Iron (Fe)

Figure 3. Cargo CT image with the identified ROIs made
in Matlab

be obtained; the ROIs are identified. The simulation
was done in Matlab, and all materials but water were
marked as suspicious. Different intensity of color implies different Z number. The presence of ROIs indicates that the further inspection is required. In this test
case a total of 103 voxels are flagged as suspicious. As
a result, the algorithm “calls” for the next detection
system layer of the algorithm.
The next detection system is based on the acoustic scanning. The efficiency of detection using the ultrasonic velocity is improved if the interrogation is
performed in two dimensions: along the cargo’s length
and width. Both scanning orientations are indicated in
fig. 3. The velocities that do not match that of water
imply the existence of other materials along the slices
acoustically examined; such slices are marked as
slices of interest. The ultrasonic measurements of
SOIs are compared with those stored in our database.
The matched values identify the materials in each of
the SOIs. The combination of SOIs (fig. 4) allow for
more accurate identification of materials resulting in a
reduction of initially found ROIs. As indicated in tab.
1 this interrogation helped enhance the detection efficiency of iron, lead, aluminum, and carbon. However,
some of the regions are not identified. The coordinates
of the unidentified SOIs are given in tab. 2.

Iron (Fe)

Lead (Pb)

Lead (Pb)

Aluminum (Al)

Aluminum (Al)

Carbon (C)

Carbon (C)

The materials detected so far are not classified as
hazardous. Up to this point, no positive decision for further manual search is taken. The unidentified interior of
some voxels “calls” the algorithm to move to the final
step. Slices that might not have been identified by the
acoustic length scan are possible to have been identified
by the acoustic width scan and vice versa. The common
unidentified voxels are obtained from the common z coordinate. All values of z that appear in both methods
qualify for the next stage. In this test case, the fusing
process produces a set of four voxels. Figure 4 shows
the cargo interior with fewer ROIs to be identified with
the remaining scanning methods.
The number of suspicious areas has dramatically reduced from 103 to 4. The identification of lead enhances a
suspicion of the presence of SNM in the liquid since lead is
expected to be a shielding material for depleted uranium.
Muon and NRF are thus computationally applied as a dual
scanning protocol to the set of voxels indicated by the
acoustic scanning.
Table 2. Unidentified SOIs after acoustic scanning
Slices of interest
Coordinates
Scanning length Scanning width
x
10
24
50
58

z
10
17
20
22

y

z

4
4
5
5
10
17
20
22

4
5
4
5
10
17
20
22

Common (fused)
x

y

z

10
24
50
58

10
17
20
22

10
17
20
22

Figure 4. SOIs (bars) obtained after ultrasonic interrogation across length (left), across width, and combination of them
(right)
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The NRF scanning performed in the remaining
four voxels yielded matching probabilities for the materials of interest. Probabilities were assigned by fuzzy
sets. The same approach is applied to muon detection.
Table 3 presents the statistics obtained from the synergy of these methods.
The NRF spectrum obtained for the first voxel is
presented in fig. 5. The uranium is detected in two
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voxels with high probability. Muon scanning also detects the U-238 (fig. 6) with the probability over the
threshold of 90%. For the same cases NRF yields 80%
confidence level. This value is not as high as 90% but
is considered to be significant. Taking into consideration both values (muon, NRF) we reach a decision:
the container should be singled out for a manual
search.

Table 3. Matching statistics for NRF and muon inspection
Matching statistics
Material

Voxel 1
(10, 10, 10)

NRF Muons
Pb
Al
C
Fe
U-238

0
jj0
0
0
0.8

Voxel 2
(24, 17, 17)

Voxel 3
(50, 20, 20)

NRF Muons NRF Muons

0.1111 0
0
0
0
0
0
0.85
1
0

0
0
0
1
0

0
jj0
jj0
jj0
0.8

Voxel 4
(58, 22, 22)

NRF Muons

0.1111 0
0
0.95
0
0
0
0
1
0.8

0
1
0
0
1

DECISION: Container needs further manual search due to detection of uranium

Figure 5. NRF spectrum for
voxel 1 (U-238) and detected peaks

Figure 6. Muon scattering
spectrum obtained for voxel 4
(aluminum)
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The algorithm performs efficiently and quickly.
In order to get a good notion of the scanned time we iterated the scanning procedure six times using the same
interior. The results for the decision time are presented
in tab. 4. Each pass of the algorithm occurred in time
less than 8 s. The time needed to inspect spectra for a
single voxel is about 1.1 s. This means that the time of
decision was reduced because of the first part of the algorithm: CT and acoustic. The total absence of this
part would lead to NRF or muon scanning of every single voxel which would require long decision time.
Table 4. Decision making time for 10 scanning trials of
same container
Scanning time
Iteration

Time [s]

Iteration

Time [s]

1

7.7495

6

7.7656

2

7.7831

7

7.7616

3

7.7527

8

7.7245

4

7.7681

9

7.7371

5

7.7416

10

7.7354

CONCLUSIONS
The multisignal algorithm is based on a fusion of
four different detection techniques. The capability of
processing four signals (radiography/CT, acoustic interrogation, muon detection, and NRF spectra) was
tested for a cargo filled with water and various heavy
metals. A precise decision was made in a short period
of time (7.8 s). The four detection techniques used in
series proved to be efficient in identifying and reducing the regions of interests for each succeeding step of
the inspection. The intelligent decision making module contributed in that direction by merging data from
the radiography and acoustic scanning and then fed the
filtered data to the other two methods. The time intensive muon and NRF interrogation would then be sped
up linearly for each voxel that was deemed trivial in
the previous layers of the algorithm. If it weren’t for
that preliminary step then we would have checked 206
spectra (two for each ROI). Future work will embed
Geant4 radiography [10] into the proposed algorithm.
Also, fuzzy logic tools will be used in acoustic measurements to improve the detection time. Fuzzy logic
can help reduce the volume of the acoustic library and
this will result in shorter time of searching for matches.
Furthermore, the Geant4 simulated NRF and muon
spectra will be obtained and a database will be developed. The porting of the algorithm to a faster language
(such as C++) will improve its speed.
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VI[ESIGNALNA DETEKCIJA POTENCIJALNO OPASNIH MATERIJALA
Razvijawe metoda za detekciju potencijalno opasnih materijala jedan je od
najprimarnijih interesa u SAD, naro~ito kada je u pitawu pregledawe brodskih tereta na wenim
granicama. Specijalni nuklearni materijali (SNM) uobi~ajeno se detektuju na osnovu metoda koje
koriste neutronsko ili gama zra~ewe. Od nedavno se razmatra kori{}ewe metode koja se zasniva na
primeni nuklearne rezonantne fluoresencije (NRF). U ovom radu, mi smo opisali novi prototip
sistema za detekciju opasnih materijala u brodskim kontejnerima, koji se zasniva na analizi
~etiri signala (radiografija ili skener, akusti~ni signal, mionsko rasejawe i NRF). Razvili smo
teoretski algoritam koji obavqa inteligenu analizu sistema signala koriste}i slede}i scenario:
najpre pretpostavqamo da je mogu}e dobiti radiografski ili skener snimak kontejnera koji bi
omogu}io prvu identifikaciju regiona od interesa (ROI); akusti~no testirawe bi se koristilo
sinergetski sa radiografijom ili skenerom i dalo bi informacije o ultrazvu~nim brzinama u
kontejneru. Superpozicija radiografskih/skener podataka i akusti~nih brzina redukovala bi
veli~inu ROI. U slede}em koraku algoritam bi odlu~io da li je neophodno nastaviti detekciju
primewuju}i preostale dve metode. U slu~aju da je odluka da se nastavi testirawe kontejnera,
mionsko rasejawe bi proizvelo spektar ~ijom analizom bi moglo da se odredi prisustvo materijala
velikog atomskog broja. I na kraju, NRF signal bi dao ta~nu identifikaciju koji su materijali
prisutni u kontejneru. Ovaj novi predlo`eni algoritam osnovan na fuziji ~etiri razli~ita
signala testiran je za detekciju SNM u kontejneru standardnih dimenzija.
Kqu~ne re~i: detekcija nuklearnih materijala, skenirawe kontejnera, vi{esignalna
jjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjdetekcija, fazi logika, inteligentna odluka

